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ROMAN s Kili. I. 


Let every Soul be Subject unto the higher 
Powers, for there is no Power but of 
God, the Powers that be, are ordained of 
God. 


$23 H E deſign of the Apoſtle, in 
this and ſome following verſes, 
'& 1s, to ſet before chriſtians their 
T S duty to civil magiſtrates and 
RED 6 governors, for this is part of 
the counſel of God; and given 


in charge to miniſters to be delivered to the 
people. Titus iii. 1. Put them in mind to be 
ſubject to principalities and powers, to obey ma- 
giſtrates. So in the words firſt read, Let every 
ſoul, that is to ſay, every perſon, be ſubje?, or 
obedient unto the higher powers. The powers 
ſet over us in places of publick truſt, whether 
it is the King as ſupreme, or under governors, 
for there is na power but of Gd: All power to 
B rule 


1 


rule well is derived from God, whether it is 
in a lower, or in a higher ſtation; whether in 
civil, or in religious matters; the powers that 
be, all civil powers that are right, 1. e. accor- 
ding to right reaſon, and the word of God, 
are ordained of God. They are ſet up by 
him, and by his authority, who fets up kings 
and governors and puts them down at his 
pleaſure. 

In ſpeaking from theſe words, I ſhall at- 
tempt the tollowing things. 


I. I would briefly trace the origin of kings 
and civil governours, ſhewing, from ſcrip- 
ture, whence they derive their authority, 
and what is the buſineſs aſſigned them. 


II. Point out the duty of a people to their 
juſt and lawful governours. 


III. Conſider the arguments uſed by the 
Apoſtle, to enforce his exhortation 
of obedience to the civil magiſtrate, 
And, 


IV. Conclude with ſome inferences from the 
whole. 


I. I am briefly to trace the origin of kings 
and civil governours, ſhewing, trom ſcripture, 
waence they derive their authority, and what 
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is the buſineſs aſſigned them. Now our text 
informs us that civil goverment is of divine 
original. And if we look back to the _— ages 
f the world, we ſoon ſee the traces hereof. 
The firſt account we have of kings is in 
Geneſis xiv. where we read of ſeveral, and their 
diſagreement, which encreaſed till it came to 


open war: And, in the 18th verſe we read of 


a king that was a righteous perſon, and one 
that feared God, by name Melebixedec, who 
allo was king of Salem. I take this to be the 
ſame perſon made mention of in Hebrezos vii. 1. 
who, though in ſome reſpects an illuſtrious 
type of Chriſt, yet was a man, and inveſted with 
civil power, to rule over men ; being an earthly 
king. And, moreover, we 1 a further ac- 
count of dukes and kings among che Edomites, 
Gene/is xxxvi. 31. 

Thus thoſe who had only the law and light 
of nature, we ſee, had kings and civil gover- 
nours, before there was any king in Irael; 
which ſhews that civil government is founded 
on, or in ſome reipects has its original from, 
the common or univerſal law cf nature. The 
common and natural rights of mankind, to- 
gether with the relation hey ſtand in one to 
another, and 
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ſequent thereupon, is one great reaſon of their 
torming themſelves into bodies pol 18 And 
this method the 05 take in order the more 
effectually to ſecure their rights and pri- 
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vileges: But then, in this reſpect, gover- 
ment may be ſaid to be of God, as it is he 
that has endowed mankind with inclinations, 
ſagacity, and political ſkill, thus to act for 
their preſent peace and comfort : this being 
the beſt means to keep peace at home, and 
guard againſt any invaſion from abroad. 

And further, that all civil power is from 
God will appear, if we take notice of that 
body of people called Iſracl, which God ſe- 
lected out of the reſt of the nations, to be 
a ſpecial people to himſelf : Theſe were form- 
ed into a body politic, and had kings and go- 
vernours ſet over them, and laws given them 
by God himſelf. So that civil goverment, 
and even kingly office may well be called an 
ordinance of God, ſeeing it was practiſed by 
authority from God among his peculiar peo- 
ple; for, hence it appears that revelation eſ- 
tabliſheth the dictates of natural light; which 
muſt needs ſtrengthen the obligation of it on 
the conſciences of thoſe who fear God. It is 
true, God was angry with 1/rael for aſking a 
king, 1 Sam. viii. 5,—20. but, I apprehend, 
their fin lay not ſo much in barely aſking a 
king, as in the end they had in fo doing; 
which was, that they might be like other 
nations, which was a plain proof they had re- 
jected God himſelf: Monſtrous folly and 
wickedneſs !, It was their peculiar glory and 


happineſs, to differ from all other nations in 
the 


FE 
che world; their deſiring a conformity to them 
muſt therefore argue their very great degeneracy 
and departure from God. But, to return, they 
had governours long before Samuel's time. Moſes 
commanded the people a law, and he was king in 
Jeſurun. Deut. xxxiii. 4, 3. And further, it 
is evident that goverment was from God, or 
that judges and kings were ſet up by him, for 
he gives direction concerning this matter. 
[Deut. xvii. 14, 15.] When thou art come unto 
the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee and 
Halt poſſeſs it, and ſhalt dwell therein, and ſhalt 
ſay, I will ſet a king over me, (that is, as in 
the margin of ſome copies, lawfully.) {ke as 
all the nations that are about me, thou ſhalt in any 
wiſe ſet him king over thee, whom the Lord thy 
God ſhalt chuſe, one from among thy brethren 
ſhalt thou ſet king over thee, thou mayeſt not ſet 
a ſtranger over thee, which is not thy brother. 
And in Proverbs viii. 15. Chrift ſaith, By me 
kings reign, and princes decree juſtice. Kings 
and civil magiſtrates you ſee then are by the 
appointment of heaven, and ſet up by a di- 
vine providence. To this we may add that, 
foraſmuch as the principles of nature are very 
defective, the word of God further teaches, 
that they that rule over men ſhould be ſaſt, 
ruling in the fear of God. 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. As 
to the particular manner, or form of gover- 
ment, this may be according to the judgment 


of men, and circumſtances of a people ; but 
gover- 


1 
goverment itſelf is from God; there is no 
power but what is of God. All corruption 
of goverment is from men, but gover- 
ment itſelf is God's ordinance ; and the de- 
fects and imperfections that many times at- 
tend it are to be aſcribed to the corruption of 
human nature. | 
ae en as the qualifications and autho- 
rity for legiſlative power and rule is from God 
ſo it appears, from the paſſage beforemen- 
tioned, that, by divine appointment, pcrions 
are to be ſet in that office by the _ 
Before any man can rule over others, he muſt 
have a call from men; he cannot ; lawfully 
rule, but by their conſent, or the major part 
of them. No man has any right to thruſt 
himſelf into the office of a govern 
deed, to do this is contrary 
nature, for no man has any more natu- 
ral right to rule over another (without his 
conſent) than that other hath to rule over 
him : The natural rights of mankind are 
equal; I ſpeak now of publick rule and au- 
thority : But by the conſent of the ms; le, 
one or more may be inveſted with this of- 
fice of civil goverment, and ſo a& for the 
pudlick good of thoſe they rule over; and as 
this is the caſe, that no perſon has any right 
to rule, but by the conſent of the people, or 
the major part, doth it not neceſſarily fol- 
low, chat no Papiſt, or perſon profeſſing the 
Roman 
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Roman Catholick religion can have any right 
to rule in a proteſtant nation? A proteſtant 
nation cannot reaſonably conſent to ſuch an one 
to rule over them; for this would be to give up 
their rights and properties, which could not 
be preſerved by a perſon of his principles. 
The principles of a Papiſt obligeth him not 
only to deſtroy the civil rights and liberties of 
Proteſtants, but their very lives too, if it be in 
his power. To kill, burn, and deſtroy all 
Proteſtants, 1s the notorious tendency of Roman 
Catholick principles, and correſponds with the 
practice of perſons of that communion in all 
places wherever they have prevailed ; how- 
ever they may tell us to the contrary, in 
order to deceive us: For Papiſts to preſerve 
and deiend Proteſtants, would be contra- 
ry to their avowed ſentiments and common 
taith. 

As to the buſineſs of civil governours who 
are legally eſtabliſhed over a people, it is to 
rule and govern; and that by law, and in a 
juſt and righteous manner: The buſineſs of 
the civil magiſtrate is to ſecure the lives and 
liberties, rights and properties, of his ſub- 
jects, that under him they may enjoy peace 
and tranquility : It is to preſerve the rights of 
mankind, both civil and religious. Civil go- 
vernors are to diſcourage vice, and to encou- 
rage virtue; to punith the diſobedient, and to 
ward the obedient; or, to ſpeak in the lan- 
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guage of the Apoſtle Peter, they are /ent fot 
the puniſhment of evil doers, and for the praiſe 
of them that do well, 1 Pet. 11. 14. In one 
word, the authority they act by is from God, 
they wear his title, and do his work. (a) He 
zs, faith the Apoſtle, he miniſter of God 10 
thee for good, attending continually upon this very 
thing: A revenger to execute wrath upon him 
that doeth evil—and, are not a terror to good 
works, but to the evil, Thus much for the 
firſt thing. But, 


II. To point out the duty of a people to 
their juſt and lawful governors. And let 
every ſoul be ſubject unto the higher powers. 
The natural and moſt common idea included 
in the word ſubject, or ſubjection, is obe- 
dience; and this is the ſenſe in which the 
ſame inſpired writer uſes it in another place, 
Titus iii. 1. Put them in mind to be ſubject to 
Principalities and powers, and to obey magiſtrates, 
I think it muſt be plain to every one, that 
theſe two words in this place (ſubject and 
obey) mean the ſame thing, Chriſt is ſaid to 
be ſubject to his parents, and the church 13 
ſubject to Chriſt: and thus a people are to be 
ſubject to, that is, to obey, the higher powers. 
And this ſubjection includeth ſeveral things, 
in reſpect of the whole of the obedience re- 


quired. As, 
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(a) Verſes 3, 4, and 6, compared. 


WE 

t. A ſubjection or obedience to the laws and 
ſtatutes of the goverment we are under, with 
this limitation always, that the governors 
injoin nothing contrary to the laws of God; 
nor lay any conſtraint upon the conſciences 
of men, in matters of religion. 

Again, as they are to make laws, and go- 
vern according to thoſe laws, ſo thoſe laws 
muſt be ſuch as, in their execution, tend to 
the publick good of the nation; and by ſecur- 
ing the publick peace, it proves, in the event, 
a very good ſecurity to every one's private 
and perſonal intereſt; for there is no other way 
to preſerve each man's private intereſt, but 
by ſecuring the publick peace and tranquih- 
ty of the nation. 

And doth not this ſhew eit to be every one's 
duty to ſubmit ? Surely it is every one's duty 
to provide for himſelf and his family, which 
there could be very little opportunity for, it 
the peace and harmony of the nation were 
broke, and this muſt be the unavoidable con- 
lequence of not ſubmitting to theſe powers, 
and being diſobedient to the wholeſome laws 
enacted by them; and muſt it not appear to 
one and all, who duly conſider the matter, that 
the event of diſobedience will be very injurious 
to ourlelves and families? Non-ſubmiſſion is a 
degree of rebellion, the conſequence of which 
is public contuſion and private deſtruction. 

(. All 
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All goverment is ordained by God to an- 
ſwer the great and good ends of his own glo 
ry and the happineſs of mankind ; and fo long 
as thoſe in power rule in righteouſneſs and 
manage for the publick good, an indiſpenſable 
obligation lieth on a people to obey; but if 
the rights and properties of mankind are evi- 
dently overlooked, neglected or invaded ; 
then this obligation ceaſeth: For when a peo- 
ple give their conſent to ſuch perſons ruling 
over them, it is with this limitation, that they 
rule well, that is, according to law, and ſo 
as to anſwer the ends of goverment. But in 
failure of this, they neceſſarily loſe all right 
to claim any ſubjection or obedience from the 
people; and hence 1t appeareth that we are 
under no more obligation to ſubmit to ſuch 
governors who ſubvert the laws and deſtroy 
the liberties of the people, however they have 
been once legally inveſted with authority, than 
to obey an uſurper. To oppole, or to depaſe 
ſuch wicked rulers is not, properly ſpeaking, 
rebellion : It is but defending our natural 
rights, which otherwiſe muſt be loſt in ſub- 
mitting to them. | 

Thus the ſubjection required to the higher 
powers implieth an obedience or conformity to 
ail juſt and equitable laws, which they enact 
tor the publick good; of which it is reaſonable 
to ſuppoſe that they themſelves are the beſt 


judges 


1 
judges, at leaſt till experience proveth the con- 
crary. 

And have we not all reaſon to judge the 
preſent laws of this realm very good, other- 
wife, how ſhould we enjoy ſuch uninterrupt- 
ed peace? Could I ſpeak with a voice that 
ſhould reach to the remoteſt part of England, 
I would ireely declare my opinion, which is, 
that the laws of this land are exceeding good, 
and wel! adapted to anſwer all the moſt ex- 
cellent ends ot goverment, and as it may be 
truly ſaid, there is not a happier nation under 
the fun than Great-Britain; ſo it may be added, 
there is not a nation better guarded with whol- 
ſome laws to maintain and preſerve its tran- 
quillity. 

And, further, if it ſhould appear that the 
publick good of the nation and the particular 
intereſt of ſome one perſon, or more, ſhould 
interfere one with the other, which will very 
ſeldom happen becauſe (as I obſerved before) 
by ſecuring the public good, each one's pri- 
vate intereſt is preſerved ; but, I ſay, if it fo 
falls out, that promoting the publick good at 
ſome times prove a little detrimental to ſome 
particular perſons in their private Concerns, 
what is to be done in ſuch a caſe is very plain; 
a private good in ſuch inſtances muit give way 
to the publick welfare, and he muſt be very 
ſelfiſn, that will not part with ſomething of 
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his own for the fake of the national advan- 
tage: In ſuch a caſe it muſt, doubtleſs, be the 
duty of perſons to ſubmit. | 

Before we come to the next thing included 
in this ſubjection, it may be proper to anſwer 
the following queſtion, namely, Whether it is 
the duty of chriſtians to ſubrrit to heathen go- 
vernors ? To which I ar.fwe: , tha it cannot be 
the duty of a chriſtian nation to put them- 
ſelves under the goverment of infidels, but if 
the caſe be of a fingle perſon, or more, liv- 
Ing in a heathen nation, it would be the duty 
of ſuch, whilſt reſiding there, to ſubmit in 
all things reſpecting civil goverment, as the 
Apoſtles and primitive chriſtians did; but in 
matters of religion remember, Chris is king 
alone. But, | 
2. Another thing included in this ſubjec- 
1 tion is, treating thoſe governors that are ſet 
| over us with profound reſpect, and becom- 
ing reverence and eſteem: Render to all their 
due; honour to chen honour belongs. Fear God, 
honour the king. Take care that you ſay no- 
thing that may, directly or indirectly, reflect 
upon the higher powers. Thou ſhalt not ſpeak 
evil of the ruler of the people, 1s the language 
of the Sacred Scriptures, Exod. xxii. 28. 
Acts xxiii. 5. Love thinks no evil. If we love 
our governors as we pught to do, then as we 
ſhall think no evil of them, we can ſpeak 
none, 
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none. Let Solomon's advice take place in our 
hearts, Curſe not the king, no not in thy thoughts, 
nor the rich in thy bed-chamber, for a bird of the 
ir ſhall carry the voice, and that which hath 
hs ſhall tell the matter. Eccl. x. 20. We 
ſhould take care that we ſay nothing that may 
lefſen others eſteem of them, but inſtead of 
this, we ſhould labour to keep up in the minds 
of people, a tender regard, and proper eſteem 
tor the king, and all under governours : Stop 
your cars againſt thoſe who would endeavour 
to inſinuate any thing to their prejudice, with- 
out ſufficient proof: Mark them as buſy 
bodies, exerciſing themſelves in things too 
high tor them. And, 

3. Another thing included in this obedience 
is, Paying all thoſe moderate and reaſonable 
taxes, that our civil governours fhall think 
proper; ſuch as may anſwer the expences of 
the nation, and the end of goverment. That 
this was included by the Apoſtle in this ſub- 
jection is evident from the ſixth verſe, For, 
for this cauſe pay you tribute, for they are God's 
minifters, attending continually upon this very 
thing. It is highly reaſonable that they ſhould 
be ſupported, ſeeing their buſineſs is to attend 
continually upon this very thing, 1. e. gover- 
ment : guarding and protecting the nation, and 
watching, as with an eagle's eye, leſt ſome - 
thing ſhould break in to diſturb the publick 


peace, 
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peace, and thereby endanger their ſubjects. 
Beſides, that perſon muſt be deaf to his own 
intereſt, that will not part with & little, when 
the paying of that little is the means to ſe- 
cure all the reſt. 

And this ſubjection ſhould be free and vo- 
luntary, not by conſtraint, or as of cuſtom, 
but as a matter of conſcience, or for conſcience 
fake; for we ought to conſider it is what tends 
to the publick good, and is for the benefit of 
our fellow-creatures. And notwithſtanding 
the noiſe that has been made, by ſome 1gno- 
rant, or thoughtleſs, if not diſaffected perſons, 
the nation's money is well managed, and duly 
appropriated, for aught any thing the moit 
inveterate oppoſers of the preſent excellent go- 
verment, can ſhew to the contrary. 

And as reaſon dictates the propriety of ſub- 
jection in this point, to the civil magiſtrate, 
ſo Scripture abundantly confirms it. Thus, 
as we have already ſcen, verſe 6. after the 
text, the Apoſtle ſaith, for this cauſe pay you 
tribute alſo. And beſides this we have the 
greateſt example or precedent for it: namely, 
that of our bleſſed Redeemer himſelf, he 
wrought a miracle to pay tribute: He com- 
manded Peter to go to the ſea and take up 2 
fiſh. And, ſaid he, when thou haſt opened bis 
mouth thou ſhalt find a piece of money, that take 
and give unto them for thee and me. Matth. xvil. 27. 
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And again, when they at his requeſt had 
ſhewed him the tribute money he ſaid unto 
them, Whoſe is this image and ſuper ſcription ? 
they ſay unto him Ceſar's; then ſaid he unto 
them, Render therefore unto Cæſar the things which 
are Cæſar's, and unto God the things which are 
God's. This puts the matter beyond all dif- 
pute, for if our Lord and Maſter was ſubject 
in this reſpect, to the higher powers, it muſt 
be the duty of his followers, who are but 
ſervants, to obey. In fine, I think that we 
in this nation are ſo exceeding happy under 
the preſent goverment, that J am grieved to 
find any perſon ſhould ſhew the leaſt reluc- 
tancy towards ſubmitting, either in this, or in 
any other reſpect, to theſe higher powers, 
which are ordained of God. Let every ſou! 
be ſubjeft unto the higher powers, for there is no 


power but of God, the powers that be, are or- 
dained of God. 


I proceed, 


HI. To conſider the arguments uſed by the 
Apoſtle, in the context, to enforce his exhor- 
tation of obedience to the civil magiſtrate, I 
have, in ſome meaſure, anticipated what is 
propoſed under this head, in thoſe occaſional 
hints already given, concerning} the reaſon- 
ableneſs and neceſſity of this duty : How- 


ever, 


E 
ever, I ſhall briefly conſider the ſeveral mo- 
tives laid down; and, 

1. The Apoſtle ſets before us the nature of 
the crime, of ſuch as obey not, but reſiſt thoſe 
powers; and it ſeems that this is not only 
an offence committed againſt men; but it is 
alſo rebellion againſt God. The powers that be, 
are ordained of God. Whoſoever, therefore, 
reſiſteth the power, reſifteth the ordinance of 
God. Diſobedience to the king, and gover- 
nors who rule well, is rebelling againſt God 
himſelf. Lou may think it is a ſmall matter 
to ſpeak againſt a good and righteous king, 
but in doing this you ſpeak againſt the King 
of kings, and the Lord of lords. 

Again, 2. He alſo ſets before us the pu- 
niſhment due to this crime. The word he 
makes uſe of is very awful, and, if duly con- 
ſidered, enough to make the ſtouteſt heart 
tremble : And they that reſiſt ſhall receive to them- 
ſelves damnaticn. This word may intend tem- 
poral puniſhment, in which ſenſe it is ſome- 
times uſed. Thus in 1 Cor. xi. 29. For he 
ihat eateth and drinkelhb un:orthily, eateth and 
drinketh damnation to himſelf, not diſcerning the 
Lord's body. It appears from the context, 
that the Apoſtle does not here mean eternal 
damnation; bur, though this word has lome- 
times a ſofter meaning than eternal damna- 
tion, we know it more commonly ſignifies 
the 
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the puniſhment of the wicked in the next 
world; and I can by no means think but this 
idea is included in the text. It may indeed, 
in the firſt place, intend a perſon's being con- 
demned and puniſhed by the civil powers, for 
they who do that which is evil, have juſt cauſe to 
be afraid; for the magiſtrate beareth not the ſword 
in vain ;, he is the miniſter of God, a revenger to 
execute wrath upon him that doeth evil; but ſuch 
as are in their hearts enemies to, and per- 
verſly oppoſe the powers that are ordained 
of God; it they die under this prevailing 
iniquity, they will doubtleſs - receive to 
themſelves eternal damnation : And I believe 
this ſin will be no ſmall aggravation of their. 
puniſhment ; for the moſt High will certainly 
vindicate his own ordinance, either in this lite 
or that which is to come. 

Thoſe who are not afraid to ſpeak evil of 
dignities, and who deſpiſe goverment, are 
reckoned with ſuch as walk in the luſt of un- 
cleaneſs, and among the preſumptucus, ſelf-willed 
curſed children. And it 1s for theſe, and chiefly 
theſe, for whom, as the Apoſtle declareth, be 
miſt of darkneſs is reſerved for ever, A dread- 
tul puniſhment ! Let the thoughts of this de- 
ter us from all diſobedience to the civil 
powers by whom we are defended. I am of 
opinion, that diſobedience to magiſtrates is a 
leading iniquity, and they that fall into this 
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crime ſoon become hardened in fin. They 
who regard. not men that are ſet over them, 
are to be ranked among them that tear not 
God. Some perſons, indeed, may unawares 
be drawn into this fin, and ſoon ſee their evil, 
and repent of it, but ſuch I ſay as are habi- 
tuated in a diſobedience and oppoſition to juſt 
and lawful governours, who rule well, are in 
a dreadful caſe, and it would be well it they 
would but ſet down and conſider, it they 
have not caſt off their ſubjection to God. 

Oh, that ſuch would conſider, that though 
they may poſſibly eſcape the earthly powers, 
they cannot flee from the Judge of heaven, 
who has a ſword, and it is a ſharp and glit- 
tering one, and he beareth not the ſword in 
vain. Oh, that ſuch would, therefore, conſi— 
der, not only how they may be reconciled 
to human powers ; but alſo how they may 
obtain peace and reconciliation with God 
Almighty, that fo through faith in Chrift, they 
might eſcape the wrath to come! Be entreated, 
therefore, to watch againſt this fin of reſiſting 
the higher powers. Bur, | 

3. Another argument the Apoſtle makes 
uſe of is, the advantage every loyal ſubject 
will reap from the adminiſtration of thoſe go- 
vernors, He is the miniſter of God ts thee foi 
good. The buſineſs of the magiſtrate is to de- 
tend the nation. The king is your very good 
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friend: We are all of us continually taſting 
the ſweet fruits of thoſe ſalutary laws and 
ſtatutes made by the king and parliament : 
They are thinking of our ſafety ſometimes 
when we are reclining on our couches, and 
at eaſe; how unnatural then mult it be, to 
rebel, or to caſt any contempt upon them |! 
Will any perſon be ſo ſtupid as to diſregard 
thoſe that are the pillars of the nation, and 
who are taking the molt prudent, as well as 
painful ſteps, for our peace and ſecurity, and 
that we might peaceably enjoy what the Lord 
has bleſſed us with? Conſider allo the expediency 
and neceſlity of civil goverment, without which 
all would unavoidably be anarchy and mere 
confuſion. In one word, we and our fami- 
lies are daily and hourly reaping the bene- 
fits of a good adminiſtration ; for theſe reaſons, 
and more that might be mentioned, let every 
foul be ſubjeft to the higher powers. 

Thus we ſce that civil power, and king- 
ly office, is an ordinance of God, and that 
by divine appointment perſons are inveſted 
with this authority by the people, to rule 
over them in a juſt and legal manner, for 
the ſecurity of their lives and properties, and 
all their liberties both civil and rehigious : 
We have alſo ſeen that the ſubjection due to 
lawful and good magiſtrates, includeth an obe- 
dience to the wholclome laws they make: Re- 
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verence and eſteem of their perſons and cha- 
racter, and a chearful payment of the ne- 
ceſlary taxes: And further we have conſider- 
ed the arguments of the Apoſtle to enforce 
our obedience to theſe higher powers; name- 
ly, the heinouſneſs of reſiſting a divine or- 
dinance; the condemnation, or punithment 
to which the tranſgreſſor is expoſed ; and 
the advantage which ariſeth to every loyal 
ſubject from the due adminiſtration of civil 
goverment, It remains 


IV. To conclude with ſome inferences from 
the whole. And, 

As civil goverment is from God, we 
have great reaſon to hope that he will 
rule in the hearts of our governours. 
We are told, Prov. xxi. 1. The. king's heart 
3s in the hand of the *. J. li n. 
Ter of water be turneth it whither ſoever he 
707. And it is a further encouragement 
to conſider, that the mercitul Raleme has 
the goverment in his hands, and upon his 
ſhoulders. Ia. ix. 6. and, Rev. xvu. 14. He zs 
the King of kings, and Lord of lords. And that 
by him! kings reign and princes decree juſtice. Prov. 
viii. 14. For theſe I take to be the words 
of Chriſt, under the character of wiſdom, who 
alſo further declareth in the 16th verſe, By me 


princes rule and nobles, even all the judges of the 
earth, 
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earth. And David ſpeaking of the ſame per- 
ſon, and of the fame thing, ſays, The king- 
dom is the Lord's (that is, it is the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt”s.) and he is the governour among the na- 
tions. Pſalm xxii. 28. Now as he is our mer- 
ciful Redeemer, we may hope he will be 
merciful to us as a nation. And that he 
. hath hitherto ruled for us in the wonderful 
diſplay of his power and goodneſs is evi- 
dent, inſomuch that in alluſion to Pſalm xvni. 
50. we may rejoice and ſay, Great deliverance 
hath he given to our king, and he both fſhewed 
mercy to his anointed. And, 

2. Let us all pray for the king, and the 
royal family, and for all the nobles and of- 
ticers of the realm. They need our prayers, 
ior their work is great. The welfare of the 
nation, under God, 1s intruſted in the hands 
of the king and his parliament, and thoſe who 
are ſet in authority under them; for them, 
therefore, let us pray continually. Let 
us pray that mercy and truth may pre— 
ſerve the king. Give the king thy judgments, 
O God, and thy righteouſneſs to the king's ſon. 
Palm Ixxii. 1. Hear the Apoſtle Paul: I ex- 
Hort therefore, ſaith he, that firſt of all ſup- 
plications, prayers, iuterceſſions and giving 0 
thanks be made for all men, for kings and for all 
that are in authority, that we may lead a quiet 
and peaceable life in all godlineſs and honeſty, for 

this 
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this is good and acceptable in the ſight of God our 
Saviour. 1 Tim. 11. 1, 2, 3. 

But, 2. Let us be thankful to heaven for 
this ordinance of goverment. What could 
we do without it? Oh! how kind is our 
God thus to conſult our preſent as well as 
tuture good. And eſpecially let us bleſs God 
for the preſent happy conſtitution. How ex- 
ceeding happy has this nation been, ſince king 
Wilkam, under the direction of heaven, ob- 
tained a ſettlement for the ſucceſſion of the 
crown in the illuſtrious houſe of Hanover! 
Happy indeed have we been under the mild 
adminiſtration of the preſent reigning mo- 
narch, George the Second, who, under God, 
has been our wiſe” and vigilant guardian! 
Have we not, under his kind influence, with- 
out the leaſt interruption, long enjoyed our 
civil and religious rights? And ſhall! we not 
be thanktul for the numerous iſſue with which 
this dear houſe is favoured ? What a peculiar 
pleaſure muſt it give his majeſty, and what 
an honour is it to the Briliſh court, to ſee the 
hopeful encreaſe of his royal family! This 
opens ſuch a proſpect of happineſs to the na- 
tion, as muſt needs entertain every loyal ſub- 
ject and true patriot. May we not with the 
greateſt pleaſure view all the deſcendants from 
our lawful ſovereign, firmly attached to the 


proteſtant cauſe? How promiſing is this to 
the 
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the riſing generation ! Let us then bleſs God 
that he has given ſuch gifts to men; to quali- 
fy them for publick good. Nor is it the 
leaſt of our mercies that God in his provi- 
dence hath ſet about the throne wiſe and 
faithful counſellors, men of honour and great 
abilities, and who have our liberties and 
welfare at heart. Theſe things demand a 
moſt hearty facrifice of thankſgiving to be 
daily offered up to heaven. And I earneft- 
ly beg, the Lord would fix upon every heart 
a deep ſenſe of this his great goodneſs, and 
inable each of us to make it appear by our 
actions, that we are ſincerely affected with 
theſe ineſtimable bleſſings. Again 

4. Let us improve the preſent day of li- 
berty and peace, to the greateſt and beſt of 
purpoſes ; the happineſs of our prectous and 
immortal ſouls: Oh! Sirs, we muſt be in- 
excuſable to the laſt degree, if, under theſe 
advantages, we neglect our fouls : But are we 
ſenſible of our own weakneſs and inability ? 
Let us remember, that God will give his Holy 
Spirit to them that aſk him. Luke xi. 13. 

We never have known what it is to ſeek 
the food of our fouls, in jeopardy of 
our lives; but we have ſet under our vines, 
and truit-trees, and there has been none to 
make us afraid. What can we ſay for our- 
ſelves if we are ſtill ignorant and ungodly, 
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and know not the true God, nor 7% Chriſt 
whom he hath ſent ? Have we heard the joy- 
ful ſound of full and free ſalvation through 
faith in the Son of God, by ſuch a dependance 
upon and truſt in his blood and righteouſneſs, 
as influenceth the happy ſubject to a chriſtian 
walk and converſation? The queſtion is, what 
do we know of theſe things? O what might 
be expected from ſuch a nation as this, that 
has ſo long enjoyed the light of the glo- 
rious goſpel, and no one has been abridged 
of his liberty to ſerve God in that way he 
has been perſuaded was agreeable to his will, 
ſo that there has been no defect in this matter, 
with reſpect either to God or to our king! 
Surely our diſloyalty and diſobedience to 
God and to the king mult be very aggravat- 
ing! And mult not our ignorance and unbe- 
lief be inexcuſable? O what might not be ex- 
pected from this nation! Who would imagine 
but that the inhabitants in general, muſt be 
at leaſt morally ſober, juſt, honeſt, and 
temperate, and that profeſſors in particu- 
lar ſhould be eminent for knowledge and 0- 
bedience, 

Let us look about us, and conſider what 
we have enjoyed, and how the caſe ſtands 
as to improvement. Theſe publick bleſſings 
of liberty and peace, if not witely unprov- 
ed, will, on conviction, give us paintul re- 
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flections on a death-bed; and, if we repent 
not, greatly aggravate our condemnation at. 
the judgment day. But, once more, 

3. Let us all ſhew ourſelves loyal ſubjects, 
by ſubmitting to the higher powers that rule 
well, and bleſſed be God, ſuch we are at 
preſent under; we have the higheſt reaſon to 
think well, and to ſpeak well, in the gene- 
ral, of what they do. The licentious man- 
ner in which ſome ſpeak againſt the laws are 
an indecent reflection on them who make thoſe 
laws. But what reaſon is there to ſuppoſe that 
perſons in power would deſignedly promote any 
ſtatutes, the execution of which will prove de- 
trimental to the nation? They are equally in- 
volved in any trouble or ruin, which may 
be the conſequences of bad laws, with our- 
ſelves ; it is therefore their intereſt to act a 
contrary part. And, yet, what a noiſe doth 
a new ſtatute make, as it the nation, thereby, 
was ruined ? 

Our laws are not like the laws of the 
Medes and Perfians, which cannot be altered, 
Dan. vi. 8. Doubtleſs the legiſlative power 
may enact laws that in the event might, if 
continued, prove detrimental to the king- 
dom, for what man, or what body of men 
are able to foreſce all the intervening cir- 
cumſtances which may affect their ſchemes, 
however well deſigned ; but, whenever this 
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proves to be the caſe, have we not reaſon, 
from their known prudence, and concern for 
the publick weifare, which includeth their 
own ſafety and happineſs, to conclude that 
they will ſpeedily take other meaſures, and 
diffolve ſuch laws and ſtatutes as tend to 
break the peace, or diſturb the quiet of the 
nation, and, as they ſee occaſion, make o- 
thers for the common good. Notwithſtand- 
ing, there are ſome to be found among us, 
who are daring enongh to fly in the face of 
a wile and good adminiſtration, cry ing, what 
occaſion is there for ſuch and ſuch laws? if 
I was king it ſnould be otherwiſe. This is 
the vain and preſumptuous talk of ſome diſ- 
contented perſons, who are very unqualified 
to judge of national and ftate affairs, and, 
indeed, who know but little, or they would 
be aſhamed to expoſe themſelves in the man- 
ner they do. I ſay this, not for reflection's 
ſake, but for the conviction of ſome, and for 
a caution to ſome others, and ſincerely, with 
compaſſion to perſons who are. found in this 
diſloyal and ungenerous practice of murmur- 
ing againſt thoſe powers to whom, under God, 
they are indedted for every thing that 1s dear 
to them, both as men and as chriſtians. 

One way in which we ſhould ſhew our 
loyalty and love both to the King and our 


country is by promoting, as much as in us 
lieth, 
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ieth, the intereſt of thoſe who are known 
friends to the preſent government. What 
ſhare we have in preferring men to a ſeat in 
the houſe of parliament, let us improve to 
this important end. It appears to me mat- 
ter of great conſequence, and to think other- 
wiſe would, 1 apprehend, argue either great 
ignorance, or betrays a criminal indolence to- 
wards the good of our country. This is a 
matter which onght not to be made light 
of, or trifled with, nor ſhould we act in this 
affair from ſelfiſh views. 

One would be ready to hope, that they 
who love their country, will conduct them- 
ſelves, in relation to this point, from con- 
ſcience, and not from covetouſneſs; and if 2 
perſon acts from a publick and generous ſpi- 
rit, he will be cautious of promoting the in- 
tereſt of any who are in the leaſt to be ſuſ- 
pected. The late rebellion was a trying time: 
Some there might be among us that were not 
well-wiſhers to the preſent government, who, 
nevertheleſs, had not courage enough to diſ- 
cover themſelves: But if there was any then 
in publick truſt, whoſe diſloyalty in any mea- 
ture appeared, ſurely he muſt be thought un- 
deſerving a vote by every lover of liberty. 
hope there is none of us, that will oppoſe 
thoſe who offer themſelves jointly to ſerve this 
county, of whoſe ſteady attachment to the 
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proteſtant intereſt, we have no doubt. If the 
houſe is not furniſhed with good patrons, let 
it not be our fault. The queſtion is not, Who 
is likely to be my beſt friend in private life, 
but, Who is likely to be the beſt friend to my 
country? Was we to ſee our liberties at ſtake, 
our country ready to be plundered, and we 
and our families at the brink of ruin, what 
a ſevere reflection muſt it be at ſuch a time, 
to conſider that we have been acceſſary there- 
unto, in fiding with thoſe who are willing to 
help on our affliction. 

At a publick choice there is an opportunity 
for you to diſtinguiſh yourſelves ; your names 
are enrolled and printed in a book; The 
King, and thoſe about him, know where you 
live, and what you are, in this matter. Let 
every one of us act with honour, by ſhew- 
ing our regard for liberty, and let us not 
be aſhamed to declare for thoſe who are the 
known friends of our gracious king, and our 
precious liberties. And, eſpecially, ſhouid 
proteſtant diſſenters be ſteady and courage- 
ous in this buſineſs: If any of them ſhould 
vote againſt the friends of the preſent govern- 
ment, they will a& a, very unwiſe and un- 
grateful part. Shall the vulgar cry, that dil- 
ſenters oppoſe a king and government by which 
they are defended and nouriſhed ? God for- 
bid. I would hope better things from dif- 
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ſenters, and entreat that we may ſo behave at 
this juncture as to cut off occaſion from thoſe 
who deſire it. The very great marks of reſpect 
we have all along met with from the powers 
that are now over us, conſtrain me to ſpeak ; 
and ſincere love to my native land obliges me 
to ſpeak it with ſo much earneſtneſs. 

In one word, if after all that can be ſaid to 
enforce a ſubmiſſion to higher powers, there 
ſhould be any found among us, that ſhew 
themſelves uneaſy under the preſent happy go- 
vernment ; they are really to be pitied, and their 
better information ſhould be endeavoured after: 
We may venture to aſſert that ſuch perſons will 
hardly be eaſy any where, in any nation under 
the fun, It a diſcontented perſon was but one 
twelve-months where prieſts and monks prevail, 
and where the inquiſition reigns, I believe it 
would make him tremble, and by ſhewing him 
the worth of the privileges we enjoy, convince 
him of his folly. But trom Popiſh ſuperſti- 
tion and wickedneſs the good Lord ever pre- 
ſerve us and our poſterity. Amen. 
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